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Professor Reinhard Putz was born in Innsbruck/Austria on August 5, 1942. After studying medicine 
and gaining an MD degree in 1968, he became Assistant Professor at the University of Innsbruck 
Institute of Anatomy, where he completed his postdoctoral thesis (“Habilitation”) in 1979. After research 
stays in Munich and Freiburg/Germany, Professor Putz became Director of the Institute of Anatomy at 
Albert-Ludwigs-Universität Freiburg. In 1989, Professor Putz was appointed Director of the Institute of 
Anatomy at Ludwig-Maximilians-Universität (LMU) München. Between 2003 and 2010 he served Vice-
President of LMU. Professor Putz retired from his academic positions in September 2010. In 2003, 
Professor Putz was a cofounder of Chondrometrics GmbH and since serves as Vice President of the 
company.

Professor Putz’s research focuses on the biomechanics of the skeletal system, especially the form-
function relationship of the joints and the spine. He has also addressed various topics concerning clini-
cal anatomy and general aspects of medical education, leading to approximately 250 publications and 
more than oral 450 presentations. Professor Putz was instrumental in producing a series of anatomy 
textbooks with international circulation (e.g. Sobotta, Atlas of Anatomy). Reinhard Putz was engaged 
in a series of scientific journals and serves as Associate Editor of Advances in Anatomy, Histology and 
Embryology. 

Reinhard Putz was president of the European Association of Clinical Anatomy (EACA) form 1991 to 
1993, Associate Secretary General of EACA from 1993 to 2003, Vice-President of the German Society 
of Biomechanics (DGfB) 1997-1999, member of the board of the “Anatomische Gesellschaft” from 
1998 to 2002, member of the board of the German Reunion of Medical Schools from 2003 to 2006. 
He was a reviewer of the German Research Foundation from 1996 to 2004 and member of the Board 
of National Medical Examination (part 1) from 1993 to 2003. Since 2009 Reinhard Putz is member of 
the board of governors of Medical University of Innsbruck/Austria.

The academic work of Professor Reinhard Putz has been recognized in the form of numerous national 
and international awards and prizes. These include an honorary degree from the University of Constan-
ta (Romania) and membership in the German National Academy of Sciences Leopoldina and the Eu-
ropean Academy of Sciences and Arts. He also received the Friedrich-Pauwels Medal of the German 
Society of Orthopedics, and the Ars Legendi award by the German Rectors’ Conference and Donor’s 
Association for German Science for “Excellence in teaching“ and for organising a new master program 
(“Master of Medical Education”) together with the University of Heidelberg,


